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Ultimate Guide to Networking: Part One 

Introduction 



Welcome to Part one of HafdwareCentral't Ultimate Guide to Networking! v* 
iuctian to networking, a run-through of networking terms and lingo, ar 



I descriptions of networking 



jr mora Personal Computers linked togttthor. 
What Type* of Networks Exist? 

Many types of networks exist, but the most common types of networks are Lcesl-Aree Mafwjirks ■ 
(LANs), and Wide-Area Networks (WANs). In a LAN, compters are connected tcgather within' g "lot al" 
are* (for example, an office or home). In a WANj computers are farther apart and are. connected via 
telephone/communication lines, radio waves, or other mean* of connection. 



Networks are usually classified using three properties Topology, Protocol, and Architecture, topology 
specifies the geometric arrangement of the network. Common topologies ate t bus, ring, snd.Ktar, You 
C4n check out a figure showing the three common types of network topologies Jjaa, Protocol specifies ' 
a common set of rules and signals the computers on the network use to eommunicflte/Majt networks . 
use Ethernet, but some networks may use IBM"* Token Ring protocol. We reeomrmsnd Sthernct for both- • 
home end officB networking, Architecture refers to one of the two males' types of network Wchiiscmm: • ■ 
Peer-to-peer or client/server. Jn » Peer-to-Peer networking configuration, there is no seiw, anH 
computers simply connect with sachother fci a workgroup to share filw, printers, ana IfiuJrnat access, 
This is most commonly found V) home configurations, and i* only practical fix workgroups tffl i dozen iff 
lets computers, m 4 client/server network, there is usually an NT Domain Controller, which all iafth* 
computers log on to. This server can prowide various serve**, inciuding centrally routed Trrtwet 
Access, mail (including e-mail), file sharing, and printer access, as well as ensunng security. across the • 
network. This is most commonly found in corporate configurations, where network sacunty is essential. 

I loam about the type of netwu'rk rhost •' 
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